[Meningeal carcinomatosis as first manifestation of carcinoma of the bladder: report of 2 cases].
Meningeal carcinomatosis may occur in 0.8-8% of patients with solid tumors. The most common tumors associated with that condition are breast and small cell lung cancer. Meningeal carcinomatosis from urothelial cancer is rare, and it appears described in advanced stages of disease, generally, after chemotherapy. Two cases of meningeal carcinomatosis as the first manifestation of bladder cancer were reported. In the first case, a 46-year-old man presented signs and symptoms indicative of involvement of the spinal roots, subsequently neurologic dysfunction of the brain and cranial nerves appeared. In the second case, a 68-year-old man was admitted to our hospital with a history compatible with panhypopituitarism and pulmonary lymphangitic carcinomatosis from cancer of unknown primary site. Follow-up revealed a transitional cell carcinoma of the bladder and hydrocephalus due to cerebrospinal fluid outflow obstruction. We emphasize in the polymorphic presentation of meningeal carcinomatosis and the necessity to consider the bladder as primary tumor localization.